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ed Upton 
Member of Congress 
Michigan's Sixth District 

DAN BENISHEK 
	

FRED UPTON 

1" District, Michigan 	

Congresq‘ of tlje Zilniteb btatef‘ 
	6th  District, Michigan 

jbouise of ikepre9entatibe0 
Oington, Eie 20515-2201 

March 17, 2011 

The Honorable Lisa P. Jackson 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 3426 ARN 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Jackson: 

We write to you today about an issue of great importance to the residents of Northern Michigan. As 
you should be aware, the County of Marquette Board of Commissioners has determined the public need 

for a new county road and petitioned the EPA for a Section 404 wetlands permit. 

While we understand your agency had concerns with a previous private permit application, we would 
like to draw your attention to the support from local townships for County Road 595. Once completed, 
the road will serve as a direct haul route between the Eagle Mine and Humboldt Mill, as well as serve 

local timber, gravel and recreational interests. 

Marquette County Board of Commissioners is committed to working with the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, the EPA and others to address environmental concerns. However, it is their hope 
(and ours) that the EPA will not impede responsible development by halting the progress of important 
job creating projects. In our view, this permit process should not be used as a method to delay the Eagle 

Mine project. 

The Marquette Board of Commissioners has expressed a desire for a working timeline for the wetlands 
review process as required by your agency. In addition, we respectfully ask that you please include in 
your response any course of action that may assist in expediting the completion of the permitting 

process. 

We thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Benishek M. D. 
Member of Congress 
Michigan's First District 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

APR 0 7 2011 
REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

The Honorable Dan Benishek 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Benishek: 

Thank you for your March 17, 2011 letter regarding the Marquette County Board of 
Commissioners' concerns about the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Water Act 
(CWA) Section 404 review of County Road 595 (CR 595). 

CWA Section 404 allows states to issue permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material to 
waters of the United States. The State of Michigan assumed responsibility for this program in 
1983. However, under a memorandum of agreement between EPA and the state, EPA also 
reviews permits for projects such as CR 595. 

When EPA receives a public notice from the State of Michigan for a proposed permit authorizing 
discharges to waters of the United States, the Agency has 90 days to review and comment on the 
proposed permit. If EPA declines to comment or does not object to the permit, the state can then 
issue a final permit. If EPA objects to the permit, the state has 90 days to address EPA's 
concerns. EPA has not received any such notice for CR 595. 

EPA explained our review procedure at a December 15, 2010 pre-application meeting with the 
Marquette County Board and the State of Michigan. At that meeting the County Board provided 
EPA with some preliminary information. Based upon that information, EPA identified potential 
environmental concerns related to the proposed road. To expedite the permitting process EPA 
recommended that the County Board address those concerns in the Michigan Wetlands, Lakes, 
and Streams permit application. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please call me or your staff may 
contact Ronna Beckmann or Denise Gawlinski, the Region 5 Congressional Liaisons, at 
312-886-3000. 

Sincerely, 

••■• 	 

Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator 

Recycled/Recyclable-Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (40% Postconsurner) 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

APR 0 7 2011 

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

The Honorable Fred Upton 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Upton: 

Thank you for your March 17, 2011 letter regarding the Marquette County Board of 
Commissioners' concerns about the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Water Act 
(CWA) Section 404 review of County Road 595 (CR 595). 

CWA Section 404 allows states to issue permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material to 
waters of the United States. The State of Michigan assumed responsibility for this program in 
1983. However, under a memorandum of agreement between EPA and the state, EPA also 
reviews permits for projects such as CR 595. 

When EPA receives a public notice from the State of Michigan for a proposed permit authorizing 
discharges to waters of the United States, the Agency has 90 days to review and comment on the 
proposed permit. If EPA declines to comment or does not object to the permit, the state can then 
issue a final permit. If EPA objects to the permit, the state has 90 days to address EPA's 
concerns. EPA has not received any such notice for CR 595. 

EPA explained our review procedure at a December 15, 2010 pre-application meeting with the 
Marquette County Board and the State of Michigan. At that meeting the County Board provided 
EPA with some preliminary information. Based upon that information, EPA identified potential 
environmental concerns related to the proposed road. To expedite the permitting process EPA 
recommended that the County Board address those concerns in the Michigan Wetlands, Lakes, 
and Streams permit application. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please call me or your staff may 
contact Ronna Beckmann or Denise Gawlinski, the Region 5 Congressional Liaisons, at 
312-886-3000. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator 
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